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In Search of the Origin of the Pantheon
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ABSTRACT
The Pantheon is one of the best preserved Roman monuments in Rome. It represents a great breakthrough in
building technology and space arrangement. However, this masterpiece remains a mystery.

1. The inscription across the front of the Pantheon reads that Agrippa built it during his 3™ consulship in the 1% century
BC; however, the brick marks of the walls dated back to the 2™ century. When was the Pantheon actually built?

2. The current layout of the Pantheon faces north while a seemly entrance appears at the south elevation. Which one
was the original entrance?

3. Circular space is obviously a special feature of this temple. Why does the temple face the northern plaza with its
traditional temple form while the unique round shape of the building was hidden behind the temple-shaped facade?

4. In the traditional temple space, only the priests could enter the temple. This temple provided a large interior space
worshiping all gods; however, the congregations could not enter the temple to worship the gods, but participated in
the rituals outside. How did they actually use this temple at that time?

The aforementioned questions have puzzled many archaeologists in history. This article first analyses the space
structure of the Pantheon. From the ancient historical record and archaeological evidence, it further infers the
construction history of the Pantheon and its space forms at different stages. Finally, based on the construction history,

this article seeks to discover the motivation of building and restoring the Pantheon and the usage of this temple.

Ve e P G
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